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The Lace and Embroidery Room 

This room displays tools and objects 
used to make lace and embroidery, 
accompanied by panels that illustrate 
the principal techniques employed. 
Several refined and noteworthy artifacts 
from the sixteenth to twentieth centuries 
are on view.  

Painted walls  

of the Peacock Room, ca. 1350 
This room depicts elegant decoration 
with heraldry intended to extoll Davizzi’s 
prestige and their commercial and 
familial relationship with the aristocracy 
and the ruling class in Italy and Europe.  

Master of the Serumido 

The Story of Perseus and Andromeda, ca. 1515  
These three painted panels constitute  
a rare example of a spalliera (head 
board) decoration. The mythological 
story of Perseus and Andromeda 
portrayed here would have been  
a suitable marital subject. 

Sienese Workshop 

Armoire, ca. 1530  
As the inscription on the lintel in capital 
letters indicates, this rare piece of 
furniture painted with grotesque motifs 
and made by the Sienese school in the 
first half of the sixteenth century, was 
used to store arms and amours.  

Giovanni di ser Giovanni called Lo Scheggia 

The Game of “Civettino”, ca. 1440-1450 
This birth tray was commissioned on the 
occasion of a birth. One side represents 
a game very popular among the youths 
of the period and the other an allegory 
with two young boys playing.  

The pictorial cycle of the Chatelaine  

of Vergi, ca. 1350 

The sophisticated decoration 
of the Chatelaine of Vergi Room was 
made in honor of the marriage between 
a Davizzi and an Alberti. The French 
chivalric story of the Lady of Vergi  
is an exemplar of moral virtue. 
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The palazzo was constructed by 
the Davizzi family in the first 
half of the thirteenth century 
and changed ownership in 1578 
to the Davanzati family, marking 
the transfer of the medieval 
tower house into a mercantile 
home. Transformed in the 1910s 
to evoke a sumptuous private 
residence, Palazzo Davanzati 
houses an important collection 
of paintings, sculptures, 
furnishings and a precious 
collection of lace and 
embroidery. The narrow and 
high courtyard , is encircled 
on two sides by a portico 

2

supported by octagonal pillars 
with ornamented capitals, one 
of which reproduces the 
portraits of the Davizzi. One of 
the singular qualities of the 
palazzo is the private well 
located in the court, and visible 
from every floor from the cellar 
to the upper loggia. 

An elegant stone staircase leads 
to the first floor balcony where 
the Davizzi family’s household 
was located.  
The Madornale (the Large 
Room) was used for feasts, 
banquets and entertainment. 
On the hooks, placed on the 
upper perimeter of the walls, 
once hung valuable tapestries 
meant to embellish the room 
and keep it warm. The adjacent 
room, set up as the dining room, 
is the famous Room of the 

Parrots  , so-called due to the 
recurring motif on the painted 
walls. From the balcony one can 

4

access the bedroom, called 
Room of the Peacocks 
because of the painted 
peacocks that support the 
heraldic insignia. The furniture 
in the room evokes traditional 
female occupations: prayer, 
housework and child rearing.   
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Another family dwelt on the 
second floor. In the Sala 

Madornale (Large Room)   

one finds sixteenth century 
Florentine paintings, meant  
to evoke the former use of 
spalliere or decorative boiserie 
and two refined French 
furnishings from the same 
period. Unusual old graffiti 
(writings and sketches) on the 
walls of the room and the 
balcony are attributable to the 
citizens who had access to the 
Palazzo when it housed the first 
offices of the Catasto, instituted 
in Florence in 1427. This floor 

8

includes the bridal chamber 
decorated shortly before 1350  
to commemorate the marriage 
between Paolo Davizzi and  
Lisa degli Alberti. This room  
is one of the more suggestive 
and famous in the palazzo with 
the exemplary pictorial frieze 
depicting the story of the 
Chatelaine of Vergi , the 
French chivalric story of the 
same name from the middle  
of the thirteenth century.   

11

The most important room  
of this floor is the Kitchen .  
In fourteenth century Palazzi 
the kitchen was located on 
higher floors of the building 
both to limit the risk of a fire 
and to prevent the smell of food 
from reaching the rooms below. 
A large fireplace with a stone 
chimney dominates the room 
and next to it a pot.  Filled with 
silverware, serving spoons, 
pans and a jug from the 
seventeenth century. The room, 
which would have been 
uncomfortably hot, was 
relegated to domestic activity, 

12

such as embroidery, as 
suggested by the old loom  
on display. Another room, now 
called the Impannate Room   
is enriched with illusionistic 
tapestries that cover the walls 
and whose upper part includes 
an elegant decorative frieze 
with vegetal motifs and noble 
coats of arms of families who 
had either a familial or 
commercial relationship  
with the Davizzi.  
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