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Michelangelo Buonarotti 

Bacchus, 1496-1497 
In this monumental statue of the 
inebriated Bacchus and a little satyr 
furtively tasting grapes, the young 
Michelangelo takes on and reinvents 
ancient classical statuary with refined 
sensuality.  

Donatello, David, ca. 1400 
Donatello’s bronze David, the first full-
round nude statue of the Renaissance, 
shows the young hero, victor over the 
giant Goliath, with remarkable elegance 
and a self-absorbed expression.   

Burgundy or Flanders 

Chessboard, ca. 1450-1480 
This spectacular Renaissance game 
board is made of enamel, bone and wood. 
It is one of the most important examples 
of its kind due to the elaborately carved 
scenes of love, hunting and  
music-making along the edges.  

Urbino, Workshop of Fontana 

Plate with the triumph of Caesar, ca. 1565-1575 
This plate, part of the museum’s rich 
collection of maiolica, illustrates the 
triumphant Julius Caesar after a 
successful campaign. The scene within 
the central medallion is derived from  
a drawing by Taddeo Zuccari. 

Andrea della Robbia 

Madonna and Child, 1475 
This glazed terracotta relief is known  
as “Madonna of the Architects” because 
of the tools portrayed on the bottom of 
the frame. The gestures and expressions 
between the Mother and Child enclosed 
with the flower garlands carefully capture 
the two figures’ tender relationship.   

Andrea del Verrocchio 

Lady with Primeroses ca. 1475 
A masterpiece in marble carved by 
Leonardo’s teacher. This famous portrait 
bust includes many details of delicate 
femininity, most notably the woman’s 
beautifully rendered hands clutching  
a flower bouquet to her chest. 
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The entrance and the ticket office 
are located in the Palazzo’s Medieval 
tower, with its distinctive massive 
walls. The courtyard includes 
many coats of arms of the men 
who served as “Podestà”. Under the 
arcades are monumental sculptures 
including the Ocean by Giambologna, 
the Fountain by Bartolomeo 
Ammannati, originally conceived for the 
“Sala Grande” in Palazzo Vecchio, Cosimo 
I as the Emperor Augustus by Vincenzo 
Danti, as well as a Medicean bronze 
Cannon from 1638. The courtyard leads to 
the Michelangelo and Sixteenth Century 

Sculpture Room , which exhibits four famous 
statues by Buonarroti (Bacchus a, Tondo Pitti, 
Brutus, David-Apollo) and several masterpieces 
by Jacopo Sansovino, Baccio Bandinelli (Adam 
and Eve), Benvenuto Cellini (Ganymede, the 
original marble pedestal from the Perseus in 
Piazza Signoria), Vincenzo de’ Rossi and 
Giambologna (Flying Mercury) g. 
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The visit begins in the Room of 

the Ivories  which displays 
one of the most important 
collections of ivories in the 
world. The Chapel on the same 
floor with giottesque frescoes 
includes a rare portrait of 

Dante Alighieri  h and a series 
of precious medieval and 
Renaissance goldsmith works. 
Next follows the Carrand Room 

, named after the collector 
who donated his masterpieces 
of decorative arts to the 
Bargello, some of which are also 
on display in the adjacent 
Islamic Room . The main 
focus of this floor’s visit is the 
Donatello Room , with 
masterpieces by the artist 
(David b in bronze, Saint 
George, Marzocco, Attis) and 
other prized artists: 

9

7
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The Andrea and Giovanni  

della Robbia Rooms display 
exceptional glazed terracotta 
reliefs, most of which depict 
religious subject matter like the 
Virgin and Child e by Andrea - 
filled with human tenderness -  
and monumental altarpieces by 
Giovanni. A remarkable collection 
of plaquettes, seals and coins are 
on view in various vitrines. This 
floor also includes the Armoury  
with weapons and armour from  
the Medici and the Della Rovere 
collections, as well as the  
Room of Small Bronzes , with 
masterpieces of the Renaissance 
and the seventeenth and 
eighteenth century: Pollaiolo 
(Hercules and Antaeus), Bandinelli, 
Giambologna, Riccio, Danese 
Cattaneo (Fortune), Tetrode 
(Dioscuri), Giuseppe Piamontini, 
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Massimiliano Soldani Benzi. In the 
Verrocchio Room , sculptures by 
the artist (Lady with Primeroses f, 
Resurrection and others) flank the 
masterpieces by Mino da Fiesole, 
Antonio Rossellino, Desiderio da 
Settignano, and Benedetto da 
Maiano. At the end of the visit are 
the Medals Room, with an 
impressive collection of medals, and 
the Room of Baroque Sculpture  f, 
which culminates with Costanza 
Bonarelli i, one of the 
masterpieces by Gian Lorenzo 
Bernini.
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Brunelleschi, Ghiberti (panels  
with the Sacrifice of Isaac),  
Luca della Robbia, Bertoldo di 
Giovanni. The bronze  David by 
Verrocchio is also on display in 
this room. After the “Verone” , 
with its imaginary animals in 
bronze by Giambologna, there are 
the Fourteenth Century Room , 
with sculptures by Arnolfo di 
Cambio and Tino di Camaino, and 
the prestigious Maiolica Room . 
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